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June 3, 2015 
 
 
Dear California Assembly members: 
 
    As a local human rights coalition with two dozen organizational members, we are writing to 
urge you to support free speech and vote against SCR 35: “Relative to Anti-Semitism”1, which 
passed the Senate on April 29, 2015. 
 
     SCR 35 is another thinly veiled attempt to label criticism of Israel as anti-Jewish in 
order to silence students at University of California and California State University campuses 
who are working to end their schools’ complicity with the Israeli government’s egregious, well-
documented violations of human rights and international law.  SCR 35 references a statement 
about anti-Semitism included on the U.S. State Department website.  That statement, currently 
being challenged by Jewish Voice for Peace and other civil rights groups, includes examples of 
how criticizing Israel could (falsely) be considered anti-Semitic.   
 
   Attempts to use false accusations of anti-Semitism to silence students and faculty are 
documented in a recent report2, attached, by the Center for Constitutional Rights, including 60 
incidents in the first four months of this year. As noted in this report, those making the 
accusations cite the above-mentioned State Department description.  
 
   Representatives of the National Lawyers Guild and Jewish Voice for Peace attended the April 
29, Senate Education Committee on the SCR 35 to express their objections and clarify that 
criticizing Israel is not anti-Jewish. At this hearing, Sen. Marty Block effectively demonstrated 
the resolution’s critics’ exact point when he said of the Sacramento attorney and two UC 
students (all Jewish) who had just testified in opposition to the resolution that they “have an 
objective to harm the state of Israel,” and that “some say” that critics of Israeli policies are “self-
hating Jews” or “anti-Semites.” While Sen. Block then caught himself and said all this was 
“irrelevant” to the resolution, it was telling as to the thinking of one of the resolution’s chief 
proponents: that political criticism of Israel constitutes anti-Semitism, and therefore is to be 
condemned.  
 
     A call for legislation like SCR 35 was made in an April 10, 2015 Sacramento Bee op-ed3 by 
Tammy Rossman-Benjamin, a spokesperson for the AMCHA Initiative4, which “has repeatedly 
intimidated, spied on and harassed students and faculty”5 in its campaign to attack those who 
seek to challenge Israel’s violations of international law and human rights. This same op-ed 
opens with the unsupported claim that “Jewish students are the single most vulnerable minority 
on California campuses.” No mention is made of the racism and discrimination that affect black, 
LGBT, Muslim and other minority students.   
 

   Rossman-Benjamin’s arguments were renounced in an April 17 Op Ed
6
, attached, by Jewish-

American attorney Liz Jackson, as false accusations of anti-Semitism, mischaracterizations of 
the campus climate for Jews, and breached constitutional protections of free-speech.  
     SCR 35 includes unsubstantiated claims such as: ”There is clear evidence of increasing 
and alarming incidents and expressions of anti-Semitism throughout the world. From sea to 
shining sea one can witness the proliferation of anti-Semitic activity.” And it states that 
“swastikas and other anti-Semitic sentiments have increased in recent months on college 
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campuses across the country and around the world.” None of these claims are authenticated, 
nor is there an explanation as to what is meant by “other anti-Semitic sentiments.”  As noted 
above, the implication is that anti-Semitism includes criticism of or actions challenging the 
policies of the Israeli government, an allegation that is patently false.   
 
    SCR 35 gives token mention to prejudices other than anti-Semitism (which is mentioned 
over a dozen times in the bill); “racism” is mentioned twice and “Islamophobia” once.  Yet, other 
student minorities such as LGBT, African-American, Muslim, and Hispanic are at least equally 
and in all likelihood more vulnerable than white Jewish students.   
 
   SCR 35 is not necessary to ensure that Jewish students are protected from discrimination. 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 19647 already prohibits discrimination in public schools based 
upon a student’s religious identity. 
 
    Clearly no student should be discriminated against based on their race, religion, sexual 
orientation, etc.  But preventing that discrimination is not the purpose of SCR 35; its purpose is 
to take away students’ right to free speech when it comes to criticizing or seeking to change the 
current policies of the Israeli regime. 
 
   We are available to meet with you on this matter at your earliest convenience.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
The Sacramento Regional Coalition for Palestinian Rights 
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